T he Oral and Dental Research Trust (ODRT) was launched on Tuesday 24 October 1989. The objectives of the Trust remain unchanged 30 years on in 2019: 'To relieve suffering from diseases of the mouth, jaws and teeth by, in particular, promoting medical and dental research into prevention, treatment, alleviation and cure of any such disease, and the dissemination of the useful results of any such research for the benefit of the public, and by promotion of postgraduate training and the creation of fellowships in hospitals, medical centres and research institutes. ' Today, ODRT offers a number of awards annually to support original oral and dental research in the UK, including the ODRT GSK Research Awards, the ODRT OHI (Previser) Awards, and the ODRT Colgate Robin Davies Dental Care Professionals Awards, with plans to establish an ODRT Crispian Scully Award in memory of Professor Crispian Scully CBE, who was a longstanding Trustee of the ODRT. In addition, the ODRT holds the occasional conference to increase awareness and disseminate state of the art knowledge on oral and dental matters of special interest and research priority. While the ODRT continues to encourage and support high quality oral and dental research by dental and other healthcare professionals and scientists of all ages, the Trust has always sought ways to place special emphasis on assisting early career research workers (ECRs), including those looking for some means to get a foot on the first rung of the research career ladder. This is reflected in the current awards made by the Trust, including the ODRT Colgate Robin Davies Dental Care Professionals Awards, which are believed to be unique in offering opportunities for members of the dental team, other than dentists, to undertake research, often for the first time. The ODRT continues to seek new ways to succeed in this mission, given the many, different challenges facing those keen to engage and possibly develop a career in oral and dental research. Many important questions remain unanswered -existing 'known unknowns' , exciting advances in new technologies need to be translated into oral healthcare provision, and the dental profession attracts enthusiastic, bright young people with enquiring minds capable of addressing these challenges, let alone whatever new challenges may arise from 'unknown unknowns' . However, funds to support careers in oral and dental research are exceedingly scarce. The ODRT strives to address this regrettable state of affairs, both in the interests of the future dental workforce and the public, which it is hoped will have ever-increasing expectations of oral healthcare provision. Immediate action on this front includes an ODRT NIHR Training Satellite Meeting aimed at ECRs attending the 2019 meeting of the British Society for Oral and Dental Research to be held in Leeds on 2 September.
It is hoped that the ODRT may look forward to many more years of continuing support from existing partners and sponsors, with the possibility of the Trust attracting new and former partners and sponsors to expand the existing portfolio of activities. The ODRT is justifiably proud of its achievements to date, but mindful that so much more needs to be done. Dentistry is a dynamic, biomedical healthcare science, with the UK, despite relentless pressures on funding, continuing to 'punch above its weight' in the provision of new knowledge and understanding in the field. Given continuing and new support, the ODRT wishes to play an important part in ensuring that oral and dental research in the UK remains world class and internationally significant. Could you help the ODRT in this important mission?  DOI: 10.1038/s41415-019-0107-z
